





Numb. 62 


Vol. VII. 
THE 


BSERVATOR. 


The Obfervator’s Vindication againft fome Complaints that he has expre{sd fo much Concern for the 

Palatines, and fo little for cur own Poor. Advice to the Complainers about putting the Laws in 

Execution againft Regretters, Fore/ftaller Sy and Brokers, who grind the Faces of our Poor, now that 

e Price of Bread is fo high: Confiderations on the Cruelty of Creditors, and the Cheats of Debtors, 
bith [ome Hints for laying the Cafe before the Parliament, in order to relieve the Opprefs'd, to pu- 
nifh the Fraudulent,and to prevent fuch Praices for Time to come; together with the Cruelty and Tricks | 


of Goal-Keepers, On an Advertifement to have Sir A. Crowley chofen Alderman of Queen-Hithe-Ward 


—- 





From (Hednesdap, September 21, 


to Saturday, September 24. 1709. 








Ere’s a Couple of Letters for you, 

Mafter, or rather a large Packet ; 
for one of them is above two Sheets of Paper, clofe 
writ on all Sides. 

Obj. What are they, Roger? The Gentleman who 
wrote the firft, feems to be Mafter of more Time 
than you and [; therefore I hope what he has wuit, 
is well digefted. 

Country-m. They are both upon one Subject, Ma- 
fter, and complain, that you have thewd more 
Concern for the Palatines, than for our own Poor. 

Obf. That thews they have not attentively read 
what I faid upon the Subject, Roger. TI argud for 
our own Poor, and propos d, that according to the 
Practice of the Dutch, Methods fhould be thought 
on to provide Work for thofe who are able, and 
Maintenance for thofe who are not; and I urg’d 


Country-7's 


again and again, that the Parifh-Rates, which a-| 


mount annually to a great Sum in England, fhould 
for that End be put into common Stocks, in the 
Hands of trulfty Perfons, and not left tobe guzzl'd 
down, and eat up by Church-wardens, as 1s pra- 
étisd in too many Places. I likewite propos’d the 
Improvement of our Fifhery, and gave Inftances to 
prove, that this alone, if manag’d as the Dwtch do 
theirs, would employ al! our idle Hands by Water 
or Land, the more robuft Sort in Catching and 
Curing, the Weaker in making Nets, Cordage, and 
Tackling, abundance of our Mechanicks in bron, 
and Timber-work, neceflary for Shipping, a great 
many othersin Carriage by Land and Water, Wo- 
men and Children in making Caps, Stockings, and 
Linnen for our Fither-men . And befides, twould 
fet great Numbers at Work in improving Land by 


Agriculture and Pafturage, to furnith Provifions | Whicli 1s accordingly tet on Foot. 


for thofe cnploy’d in Fithing, Curing, carrying, 
making Tackle, and building Ships and Boats ; 
moit of which being laborious Work, that creates 
acood Appetite, and brings Money into the Hands 
of thofe fo employ’d, would mightily increafe and 
incourage the Coniumption, both of our native and 
imported Commodities ; upon which I thall, God 
Willing, take an Opportunity to enlarge; but by 
the Hints I have givenalreacy, itappears thote Gen- 
tlenicn arc in the Wrong, to charge me as they de. 

Conntry-m. He who writcs the shorter Letter is 
very angry, Malter, and wonders you are not a- 
fraid to write as you do for the Palatines, as it we 
had io Poer of our own. 


Gif. Wt would feem that Perfon reads, as there | 
SI 1 , ° ’ 
are others who Neal, Kiger, Tiatis to fav, With one | 


Side of lis Fikad. LU have given an Etéumate tioim 
the but Authors who have wiiton that Subject. 
t : : . } 

Of the creat Numbers of our Poor, that they are 


much incrcasd tince thofe Gentlemen wrote, by | 


the Decay or our Trade, and a tedious, expensive, 
a bioody War, TP have mentiond tie muiicrable 
Onaito: of the Wives and Children of thofe who 


fave thir C untry by Sea aud Land, in order to}tciad ; 


oo ihe publick Compailoa tor thar Relink I 
° : : 
WVeC offen Wich Oi the Hardthip put upen Our 


2... P 3 i ) ‘ 5 
wr euSbis dha Gait uidthels GConliti ii Oj their \\ 1\ c-: 


!wile, and at the Praétices of the Faction, who, to 
the utmotlt of their Power, have ob{tructed 
| being fo fettl’d. You hkewife proposd the fend 





Children, Widows, and Fatherlefs, for want ot 
their Pay, the Tricks put upon them by Queries, 
Runs, and other Delays, and the Expence, Trou- 
ble, and other Inconvemiencies which attend theit 
being pay'd at the refpective Ports where they em- 
bark ; whereas it would be more for the Advan- 
tage of the Nation and theinfelves, were they pay d 
When they come Home, as was praétis’d in the 
Parliament Times. Of all this the Publick can bear 
me Witnefs, Roger; fo that thofe Genthamen are 
much in the Wrong to ime, 

Country-m. And tothey are as to the Palatines,Ma- 
ftrr; for tho’ you exprefs’d fuch ayConcern for 
thoic defolate Strangers, as every coow Man ought. 
to do, and gave them the Pretcrence, becaufe of 
their preffing Circumttanees, which mult have im- 
mediately deftroy’d them, had not the Government 
gencrouly prevented it, by a prefent Relief, yet 
you always {poke againf{t imploying them in any 
Yhing that might take the Bread out of the Mouths 
of our own Poor, or be prejudicial to the meaner 
Sort of our Traders, who mult maintain tlicmicives 
and their Families by the Sweat of their Faces ; 
theretore you propos d the fettling of thofe People 
in Colonics, where they might improve our wafie 
Ground, live together hke Chinttians, and on the 
Fruits of thar own Labour, without being a con- 
{taut Burden to the Nation: And you have, trom 
Time to Time, hinted at the 1!! Contequences ; 


‘ 


which might attend their being difpos’d of other- 











ther, 
ing back of fuch as were Papitts by Pats-Ports” 


? 
| Ob. The Publick mult bear us Witneis as to all 
I this, Roger. But inthe mean Time, | take the 11- 

berty to fay, that had we of this Nation been as 
generous as the Parliament of /re/and, and othe 
Gentlemen of that Country, in Proportion to our 
Ability, all this Clamour about the /a/arimes might 
have been over long ago; whereas now there are 
{till Multitudesof ‘em, who muit unavoidably pe- 
rifh, if the Charity of private Perions dont pre- 
vent it, until fuch Time as the Legiflature can pro- 
rvide otherwile tor therm. ; 

| Connery-nr. “Lhe Gentleman who writes the thorter 
'Letter, Matter, complains, that you take no No 
lice of the ereatelt Oppreflon ot all, which is, that 
our Corn is exported by Ship-Loads, while huncreds 
ot our Poor want both Bread ana Work, and the 
Corn rifes fo Much, that many or cin aye not ab'e 
ito purchate a Loat with their imall Farnings tor 
lther ftarving Famahes; which occat.ous our Pi- 
ions to be fill’d by Tally-men, and cihas, who 
‘put them poor Creditors in Goal tor mcontiderabste 
Maas, apd the Brokers will aot lend Money upon 
fany Thing, io full already, as they pre- 
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dotrat the Poor will be reducd toa mite 

' e- - > , } ' *~r ‘ 

raul Conaniton. as the cold Scaton auvances, 
iGod ini tis Mere dont prevent it 
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: ¥ 1 at 5 ries 4 fe | ‘ho wabene] fF ee i +h. 
egcr, itiat would have you ana me Lé their Pack-horfes. | +e to le vei age an ot that ¥ ard, a Chaldron o; 
and carry ali their Burdens, while they wil! do nothing | Cca!s Gratis, half a Cnaldson to every one 


, ap em have. vee s i 
themfelves. Don't they know, that we have very good 


; Si cae eIlnolis fF. 5 | n1ainin Green and Sir 
Jaws againit boreiralling, Kegretting, au ‘Extortion? | polls for Sir Beryainn Green alc OU 


Why don’t they complain to the Jutuices, ane ther Ma- 
gifirates im their relpective Diitricts, againit fuch as are 
guilty cf thote Practices, 10 « rder to have them junifh’d 
according to Law ¢ And it that wall not do, let them 
pnploy Men of publick Spirits to draw up a Repreten— 
tati 7" Ot thole Grievances, and pUcIe inte the Lands of 
their Members agaimi next Seflion Ot Parliament, in 
order to 2 Redrets. Inthe mean Time, if they fend a- 
ny Thing to me that’s proper to be publifd,and found- 
eon Reafon, they fhal! tind, that I fhall not be waut- 
ing to prepare the Way for them, as well as [can 

Conutry_-m. We muti now fay fomething to the long 
Letter, Matier, the Writer of which feems to be a Per- 
fon cf more Temper and Thought, and to have digedted 
his Notions better, tho’ nowand then he gives too much 
Kein to his Pailions He complains terribly of the Mul- 
titude of cur jour Prifoners for Debt, and the Barbarity 
of their Creditors, who will neither be content with all 
that the poor Wreiche s have, nor let them enjoy their 
Liberty, toecrn Bread for themfelves and their Faini- 
lies, bur crucily fhut them up in Goals toptarve and rot, 
while their Familics are left deflitute, and either come 
to the Parifh, or take unlawful and wicked Metheds for 
a Subfidiance ; therefore he propoles, that a Law thould 
be made to prevent fuch Diforders, according to the 
Cuftoms of other wife Nations, and that the Creditors 
fhould ciiter be oblig’d to maintain thofe poor Debtors 
in Prifon, or upon a faithful Surrender of all, let. them 
have their Liberty to earntheir bread, wath fuch a Pro- 
portion of Cloths, Houfhold-Goods, and Stock, if they 
have any left, as may put’em in a Condition to fall 
immediately to work, and not fuffer them to fiarve in 
Goals, without Bread, Cloths, or Beds; which is e- 
nough to bring a Contagion, as well as a Curfe upon 
the Kingdom, is a Difhonour to our excellent Govern- 
ment, and an indelible Reproach upon our holy Religi- 
on: on both which Accounts we vaiue our felves above 
all the World, tho’ our Praétices give our Pretenfions 
the Lie, and expofe us to the general Contempt of Chri- 
flendom, as a cruel and hypocritical Nation. 

Obf. 1 am fenfible there’s too much Truth in what the 
Gentleman fays, Xoger ; but the Point is intricate and 
niceand has hitherto been tco hard for the Wildom of our 
Legitlative and Executive Power, both which have been 
batt’d by the unmerciful Temper of Creditors on the 
one Hand, and the notorious Cheats and Tricks of Deb- 
tors on the other; for many of them break on Purpcfe, 
and run into Credit, that they may either riot in the 
Fleet and Queen’s-Bench, &c. on the Spoils of their Cre- 

@ditors, or force them toa feandalous Compofitior, and 
then fet up again, and live as high as ever; fo that 
there’s Faults on both fides. There’s no Man who has 
hadany Dealings inthe Worl’, buc muft own the Truth 
of this, Roger; which is owing to that general Decay of 
Probity,.co vilible among us. One of the beft Ways I can 
think onat pretentto prevent this,is,that that Gentleman, 
andothers, who are fully appriz’d of the Cate, would 
draw it up to be laid before the Parliament, that they 

miy appointa Commuttee of their own Number, Men 
of known Probity and UnJerfianding, fome of them to 
be Lawyers and Traders, to enquire inte all the Prifons 
about Town, where Debtors are confin’d; and that 

Peifons of the like Qualifications may be appointed to 

make the like Enquirtes through the Ifland, and make 
their Report to the Houle, that fuch as are really op- 
prefs'd, inay have prefent Kelief 5; fuch as are guilty of 

Cheating, may be duly punift’d, and the Cruelty of 

Creditors, and the Fraud of Debtors prevented for the 
uture. At the fame Time, Roger, [believe twill be 

ford very neceflary to enquire into the Practices of the 

Goal-ko pers, of whofe favage Cruelty in grinding the 

Paces of their poor Prifoners, making them pay Extor- 

rion forevery Thing they want ; giving thofe who are 
able copay forit, an undue Liberty ; and forcing Bonds 
from ethers, fillto beanfweiable for their Debts, or 
hinder their being fet at Liberty by Lome”knavith Trick, 
when either the Law, or Charity of well-difpos’d Per- 
fons has levi down a Method for it. We have had ma- 
ny lou! Complaints ; but more of thefe Things, and of 
the Gentleman's long Letter, another Time, Roger. 
Country-m. Here’s a tirange Advertifement, Matter, 
abour the Eleétion efan Alderman for Queen-Hithe-ward, 
agnd by Join Afidgley, owning, that he has receiv’d 
aso J. to give every one that polls for Sit Am)iofe Crow 


/ 

that inal 

Cry One thar 

Ambrofe join} 

} h ’ k 2 h.: r ya a} eee satan a: a fo a! ae ate 

tho’ they have already engag’d for Sir Bens amin - 
that the Remaincer of the Money hall be laid ont yy 

| Cluck, Dial, or othery tfc, as the Commor-( ouncil-me, 

| of the Ward fhali think fit 3 bur all this on Con tigio. 

3 aa f a ONION 
| that Sir dAmtrofe be the Alderman: Which tw me fu... 


not pol! azgainii him, and a Chaidron to ev 


TY 


{ the more dirange, Matter, becaute ‘tis feid in the Peo: 
1 oni { ; : ah ga 
ning of the Advertitement, that treating at Taverne! ' 
Vip, fa ae ie eee : : Pe ISTG 
Aljcermen, has of late very much prevail’d, is an evi) 


and permicicus Cufiom, and engages many unwary ¢, 
give their Votes, which Sir dmbrofe thinks tobe of 5 ia 
gerous Confecuence'to the Freedom of Elections, and ae 
at the fame Time, here’s go /. laid down by hin 
to babe the Votes of the Waid, by giving Coais 1 


blectcrs, or fuch of the Poor as they fhall think § 
Pray, Matier, give me your Opinion of this Matter 
Ob/. Opinion, Roger! Vm forry you didn’t tell me 
this tooner. l lock upon irto be one of tne mon aucac ‘ 
A'tempts upon our Coniliution chat ever w d 
forat this Race, the Queen is not fafe on her Jherop, 
nor the meaneit Peafant in his Cottage. The Ciimiy 
themfelves own the Practice to be of dangerous Co; a 
(quence, fo that they are condemn’d out of their ow, 
} Mouths, and there’s nu need of farther Evidence, In 
it, Koger, Ldo think this Advertifemem: as great 
Ketiexion upon the City of London, as that of Juzurthe 
Was upon Home, viz. That the Town was to be [ol , and 
mig ht quickly be vuin’d, if any one would beat the Charge 
of the Purchafe. Therfore, I hope the City will, for 
their own Honour, enjoin their Members to lay it before 
the Parliament ; for this is directly laying a Train to 
blow up our Conititution at once, which isa fufficient A- 
Jarm for every Man to look to himfelf; the Freedom of 
Election is the Foundation of Britifp Liberty 3 and if 
Kings have been turn’d out for attempting it, fhall Sub- 
jects efcape ? Let it never be faid, Rogers Wh ever is 
guilty of doing fo, be he Whig, or Tory, he def-rves no 
more Mereyat the Hands of Juftice, than Guy Faux 
did. In the mean Time, I ani glad to hear, that the 
Citizens of the Ward havetettify’d their Refentments {9 
yuilly, as to hifs fuch a Candidate off the Stage. 


Pia 
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Advertifements. 
On Monday next will be publifh’d, 


A Collection of mifcellaneous Poems. Tn tiwelve 
Parts. Confifting cf all Sorts of Poetry, as Odes, Songs, 


Satyrs, tpililes, klegies, Epigraims, Paitorals, Dialogue Sy 
Prologues, Epilognes, Nc. chietly compos’d by the beit 
Hancs, viz. Dr. Garth, Dr. Baynard, Dr. King, Dr. Browne, 
Capr. Phillips, Capt. Steel, Mr. Rowe, Mr. Smith, Mr. Den 
Mr. Gildon, Mr. Dictis, Mr. Ward, Mr. Dyke, Mr. Green, 
Mr. Hawke, anc teveral other Authorsof Eminency. Sold 
by B. Bragge in Pater-Nofter-Row, and J. Woodward in 
Threacneecle-Street, near thr Royal Exchange. 

re Fu ibras Redivivus 3; OY, a Burlefque Poem on the 
various Humours of Town and Country. In 24 Parts. By 
thie Author of the London-Spy. Sold by J. Woodward in 
Tireadneedle-ftreet, near the Royal Exchange, and J. Baker 
at the Black Boy in Pater-Notter-Rew. =~ 
es Lhe Circus 5 or, Britith Olympicks, a Satyr on the 
Ring in Hide-Park. Sola by J. Baker, at che black Boy io 
Pater-Notter-Row. Price 6c. " 

ge Canary-Birds naturaliz’d in Utopia. ACanto. Dulce 
eft paternum tolum. Sold by J. Morplew near Scaticners- 
hall. Price 6d. 

$V The Scourge of Venus and Mercury, reprefented in 
a Trearile of the Venereal Difeafe , together with an A\ 
pendix in anfwer to Mr. Jolin Marten’s Reflexions thereuy 
on. by J.Sintelaer, Practitioner in Phyfick, and Author ot 
the Royal Decoétion. Price of the Appendix alone bownc 
éc, tegether 3s-6d. Sold by J.Helms in Weftmintter-hall,k 
Gofling, at the Mitre in Fleet-ftreet, W. Carter at rhe Gree! 
Dragon in Si.Paul’s Churchyard, ].Phillips at che black bu-t 
in Cornhill, H. Ribotteau at the Crown near Cecil-ftreer 1. 
rhe Srrand, B. Picard at the 3 bibles in the Minories, 
Harding in St. Martins-line near Long-acre, J. Morph 
near Stutioners-hall, and by the Aathor at his Dwell, 
houfe (lace the Duke of Leeds’s) in high Holbori, over - 
gaint, little Turn-ttile. 

go? Ju pubdlifitd, =a 
UACKERY UNMASK’D, béing a rational ard effe&ual An.we: te 
Mr. Martens Treatite of the Venereal Difeafe, its Appeadix, C: 

pudliftieg which, as appears by the Gazette of the 30th of July. 
now ftands indiéted) and the charitable Syrgeon. Sold (Prue 15 
by®). Brown without Temple-Bar, G. Strahay in Cornhill, J Weoc 
ward in St. Chriftopher’s Chur h-yard, B. Barker in Weftiminfier nail 
Book: Hers 5 and by the Author, Or. Spinke, at his Houre, the Golds 
Ball inthe dark Paflage, three !oors beyond the Sun Tavera in Toney 
Lane Marke, Cheapfide. Where alfo may be had, (2% ANTIVEN: 





kuown) Price 
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